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Alex Nagel
awnagel700@gmail.com
Historian and researcher focusing on the intersections of labor and environmental history through standard historical research practices as well as digital humanities methods. Main interests include the rank-and-file politics of the 20th century labor movement, working-class environmental politics, and the role of class hierarchy in the history of environmental exploitation. Speaks fluent English and Dutch.
Education
VWO International Baccalaureate Diploma (Berlage Lyceum, 2014 - 2020)
BA History (Utrecht University)
September 2020 - July 2023
In 2023 I graduated (cum laude) with a bachelor’s degree in history at Utrecht University. My bachelor’s thesis, which passed with an 8.5 grade, analyzed strike patterns and the national labor politics of wartime production in the United States during the Second World War.
Research MA Modern and Contemporary History (Utrecht University)
September 2023 - July 2025
In 2025 I received a degree from the Research Master History (later renamed to Modern and Contemporary History) from Utrecht University, also cum laude. The research master is designed to challenge and improve the research skills of participants, encouraging students to develop as historical researchers through intensive courses and independent research projects. As part of the program, I spent two months working on an independent research project studying the economic decline of former plantation owners in the post-abolition United States. My thesis, which analyzed the labor-environmental history of Detroit’s auto industry in the 1960s and 1970s, passed with a 9.0 grade.
Employment
Intern Blue History Network (Roosevelt Institute for American Studies)
September 2024 - January 2025
For five months I worked as an intern for the Blue History project at the Roosevelt Institute for American Studies. The project aimed to foster further awareness among historians of the vital role that water (and watery landscapes) plays in history. My general responsibilities as intern were assisting in the development of the project website, to which I contributed four articles and an audio podcast. Each article was a “re/view” of a previously published history book that involved, but did not center, water: my process was to read, summarize, and identify nascent connections to water history in each book, then interviewing the author about how their work would change if water was placed at its center. This required quickly but carefully finding, reading, and processing academic titles covering a wide variety of subjects, from the politics of disaster relief aid to the politics of municipal garbage collection in the 19th century United States. The audio podcast was a general interview with the historian of oceanography Helen Rozwadowski, covering the breadth of a thirty-year career as a historian, which required cultivating my skills as an interviewer and with basic audio production.
Student Research Assistant (HIP-NL, Utrecht University)
June 2024 - April 2025
For then months I was a student research assistant for the Historical Income Panel for the Netherlands project, a project dedicated to creating large-scale historical income data for the Netherlands. My responsibilities as an assistant were primarily technical, using the Python programming language for data processing and collecting as well as model training and OCR system development. Among my completed tasks were the retrieval of hundreds of high-quality scans and archival data from various digital archives, assisting in developing a novel OCR system for scanning printed tax records, training a model to evaluate and order scrambled population register information, and other assorted collection and standardization duties. Aside from the technical challenges, working on this project was instructive as to the programming and data analysis work required to make (extensive and novel) digital humanities projects possible.
Staff Writer (Argus)
2020 - 2023
Between 2020 and 2023 I served as a member of the staff of the quarterly student magazine The Argus. Not only did my role as contributor demand consistent and detail-driven high-quality output, but the editorial responsibilities attached necessitated developing critical abilities, communication skills, and the ability to process criticism of one’s own work.
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